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A weenteryet anotheryer, s worthwhleto ook backt the closed yearwhic gves a
feclingtht it was ot st another i a paradof years. € crailyhas beena year of momertus.
changasinseveral ways. Many wold 2 143 e of conie collective sufeins. Th mishas of
theyearunquestionably were thesris o coardinated terorist ttacks across Inca. On 26t dy of
November trorist stikesin Mumbai (it ave 190 imnocent peopl dead and over 300 athers

injued.Some o the city's mest pominent lces, the T ote, the rdent-Ober otel, and the
ST station wee targted by terorsts. Only few morths earler, Del, Banalore, Ahmedbad,
Jopurand Guvahat were et urstable st seil basts it th cities eaving mlpl dead nd
many mor injred, Thi yearEs morsoo s plyed s toll n hamanity signfing bow el the
natuecanbe The Kos R whichsceumlates waerfom some f the worlds highest mountais
Changed s coure in 2008, 1 ury Struck the tate of Bihar lacingt0 one ofthe worst floods
Inian istory.Many e wer ot and the sttesufered on o the ngest social declations in
thoword.

The Wil Street meltdown at o end of the spectrum highihted the exceses of an
unreuiated syste. The fnancil i of 2008 was elentless s dstruction o eputations and
unsparing i 1 eatment o investors. Theglobl meltdon sent shack waves acros (e word,
it economy aftreconomy gasping fo reath. Indi oo fel it it bi e pplehere flt.
e pain o lunging stock markets. Rie i the umber of obcts s cxpecte o haunt people
i 2009, The year il be remembered 3 the one in which the dawn-out excesses of & runaway
capitalsn came backand auntadinrymensndwomen.

RajThckeray's thetoric agaist peope from North Iniastarted early 2008 and resuledin
Vilenc i affereat parts of Maharaht thoughaut the e, even sreaing o sates ke Bitar.

R larmed north Indians n Maharasha3s e eason ot 3 shortage f s o Mlarashtians The

IS chif i ttaced severatShjpur s even Amiabh Bschchan s pinted aut bing ot
loyatoMumbal. s shame o say tat th ol ticans wrecircumspect takinganyactionaainst

the culprtas twould have ffcted her marathi vote bankin the forhcoming elections.

Wit the abovedismal events aking plac over theyer, 2008 seems bleak and gloomy.
but severl releing and encouraging events took place 2 well which made the year istaric i
somepostive ways. Barack Osamabeig  mied race Afican American became thedath presdent
of America. On ovember 4, 200, Obara, o1 f  Kear, rode o the American unger o change.
nd 4 ongoingdemagaphic makeover 1 win a sring electon gaistthe all Anerican wr heto
John HeCan.

Inia on Oct 22, 2008 roceted it the big league of an exclsive luar club with a
precision Lanch of s moon mision, Chandayaan-1 Fo th st four decades and more, the
TodianSpace Reseach Organizaton (SR0)has worke sty o lfl the drea o s foundr
Vikdam Saabha, who fresaw the enomous practical benfits tha coul be dorved by using
satelites. s esol, India todaydesign,builds, and aunches s own arth obsenation,weather,
and communictionatlites,a apabiy tht st hanful frtions possss. Th moon mision
‘marks 2 nw chapter i the hitory f Indian space progra. Indias Chandiayaan-1 spacecaft
succssfllycompleted the dffclt ourey of neary 400,000 Klometers o the Earts ratural

The rich o notohways Godly, bt the Godly are ohoys ich.
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satelite. Apat from the sucess achieve in scentfcfild Inda also entred nto a deL in the
same feld;adel tha amost rought about the end o the UPA qovernment after the Lo decided
o withiraw support, A biateal agreement on nuclea co-operation betwee the US and Indi was
signed by rime Minster Manmohan Singh and U President George W.8ush n 2008. The Indo US
cian nucear agreement will address the countys energy neds by enablin it o access
nuciearcooperation from the US and ather countries.

2008 was trly a memorabl yearfor Indian sport. Shooter Abhinay Bndi created history
by wining India s st ndividual Olympic gld meda.Iciaaso rabbed twoother edalswith
the helpof VijendraSingh and Sushil Kumar who won bronze n Boring and Wresting espectvly.
India emerged a5 the cricketing word's superpower in 2008 makingtop-anked Austalia it the
dust while aso exhibiting it firancil might with the Launch of the highly succssfl Inian
Premie League which evlutionizedth spat. Th year wil b lso remembered for he end ofan
erawith Soura Ganguly nd Anil Kume 3kig etrement o intenational cicke even a5 35-
year-old Sachin Tendular continued o make and bieak records, making it cear that he had o
Plans toretirein the earfutre.

Stuggling Nano, Harbhajan Singhes Flamboyance,Replacement of General
Perves Mushara,Sachin surpasiog Lar, Shoeattack on GeorgeW.Bush and few ather events also
grabbed mediaattenion for substantal pat o the year. So how coud we emember 2008 in
History? I myopinion it . year of mixed events whic cerainy as biter nrediets 353 major
percentage int, ithout eaving much space Forjyful moments, especilly whe the destructions
e soecent and loud demanding nmediat ttention and remedial action. A s pointof time we
eed tojon hands and pledge o take Tnda aut of this wful ghase. Axd his can be done by
embracng those who have suffred, by taking up the responsiblis, by stading all and by
‘working ogether witheach othr inintegratng the raton and takin it o another evel i the
fortheomingyear, and theratter.

Tam thankfulto CA ShrSakshi GopalAggarwl,Charma, Raipur Branch o
CIRC, who granted me freedom to wite on something which s not related to ur professon but
apparenly it ffcts us being 3 ctzenof this Country i some wy o theothe,Also Twould ket
i al my dear colleagues 3nd unirs Lck or th 3waiting results and my best wishes are wi
Students who are approaching thei exams fo thelt preparations. To conclude, 1 wish all
espectedeaders veny happy and cherfl yearand e ahead. _

The rich e nof ohways Godly, but the Godlyore ahways rich
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